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THE: : 
REPRESENTATION. 


* OR 


DEFENCE 
Collonel Nathaniel Barton 


( Member of this preſent Parliament.) 
; Occaſioned by the Petition of * 
| 


#. SAMUEL SLEIGH- Knight, 


| . Which Repreſentation is humbly un a 


0 > the Conkderation of this Honourable - y 
-, Aſſembly of PARLIAMENT, ' S 


Here are three things by the Petitioner ſuggeſted, as 
the grounds why I ſhould be diſabled from ſitting in 
* Parliament, though freely and clearly el 
2 the County of Derby, and approved by his High- 
neſs Council, - 76112 71 101 gt 
Firſt,” There is a complaint of ſome undue proceedings in 
the Election. 33-2:133517 * 
Secondly,” That I Preach publiquehy in \ Deby and wecive 
ſome benefit thereby. | 
Thirdly, That I am a Miniſter now in Orders. 
As to undue proceedings in the Election, were it not that 
I conſider before whom 1 ſpeak it, = anſwer to this ſhould 
be in ſueh an expreſſion; as the ſuggeſtion doth deſerve + But 
it is well known, that the . of the Electors of this 
County, were pleaſed to make choice of me, in the firſt place, 
and accordingly by the Sheriff! was returned: And in my £ 
Election, as alſo in the Election of two other perſons (more - 
worthy then my ſelf) there was none that ſo much as openly | 
demanded the Pole at all, in ręlation to Sir Samuel Sleigh ; 
And for this, let the Country ſptak, I beleeve there were 
bo ids A . LA ille 


- £27 | 

Milt teſtes. Indeed when the firſt Three were choſen, and 
publiquely aſſented to withent queſtion, Sir Sexe! Sleigh 

me {ntp Nominatjen with Mr Gel, which of them FO 
de the Fourth. Diviſion of the Rlectors being made in the 
Market-place, the Majority appeared to be ſo clearly on 
Mr Gels fide, that bath the Sheriff ind other ingiffgrenc 
ſpectators mate fully ſatisfiad 3 yet the Pole being Yefired, 
was by the Sheriff forthwith yielded to, and proceeded upon. 
The Petitioner Joſt jt (as I go remember by about fourty 
voices, and had loſt it by many more, had he not been well 
befriended by the Town of Derby, many of wham came in at 
laſt to help: And therefore Wonder that this Gentleman, 
the Petitioner, ſhaulg ſo pybliquely make that bis allegation, 
which is ſo aþviqug tp contradiction, | 

To the ſecond, That L Preach publiquely in Derby, and 
receive ſome benefit thereby, *Tis true, I do Preach pnb- 
liquely in Derby - But is ene become a crime 
in the Petitioners ſenſe >-I do believe that many others as well 


as my ſelf, both in Civil and Military capacities, have Preach- 


ed publiquely, which will not upon that account be the ſoon- 
er Aenab lod to do their Country ſervice. But it is alleadged 
that Lhave ſome benefit thereby : In anſwer to this, I exave- 
leave to ſay thus mueb, That my eſtate (theugh mean e- 
nougb, yet it) is not ſo mean, that I am neceſſitated to 
Preach for Twenty pounds per annum, neither is my conditi- 
on ſo obſcure, and intereſt ſo weak, but that, if I would have 
Preacht for advantage, I might have had long ſince a fairer 
in come by Preaching, thep ſuch a Salary. WhenasT was in 
motion as a Souldier in Exglaxzd: ſervice, Ihave preacht in 
very many, if not moſt Counties in * (ray (and freely too) 
and this not to oppoſe, hut to ſeeond the faithfull Miniſters 
of the Goſpel whergere I came. And this County: knows, 


how often for this. Dozen years Ehave Preacht mithaut ad- 


vantage; and therefore, with; farre better ground then it 


enn be objected againſt me, I can (yet in mueh fipcerity ) 


z verre it, that the ground why Fiuindertwok the Lecture at 


Dertiy, is that I might have a publique place to Preach in for 


4 farre better end then autward gain: This Objection may 


— bring a blot upon me (whether in the Petitioners de- 


n ox no I will not ſay). among carnal men, and ſuch as. 
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ſcarn the Goſpel ; but I am confident, I cannot in the leaf 
degree prej me before this Honourable Aﬀembly : And 
Jam ſure, the Inftrumenc of Government which laies down 
qualifications of being elected, dot not not exempt a Preach- 
er from being choſen to ſet ve in Parliament. Ss 

But the main thing Objected is, that I am in holy Orders 
and ſo diſabled by an Axt of Parliament 170 Carels. 
To this I hall in all humility crave leave to offer divem 
28, 1 count it a comfort (I fhall not preſume to call is 
an honour) to me, that in all the difficulties, dangers and 
temptations that have attended Euglauds ſervice for theſe 
many years; at laſt my Charge, and that before a Parlia- 
ment, is, that I am in holy Orders. The proof ofthis Charge 


i ſeems is put upoꝑ my ſelf: for it is ſtrongly affirmed, that | 


it hath been mine on Confeſſion and A 
that Iam in Orders: Whether this in fore publico, be proof 
enough to ground a judgement. on, Eleave it to the learned 
to determine: or whether (in caſe that holy Orders be a 
Crime) to put the Delinquent upon Conſeſſion, be not 
ſomethng herd, I ſhall onely query, not conclude; And 
dic I think, that holy Orders were a Crim „I ſhould hum- 
bly defire, that a fuller proof might be made by the petitio- 
ner, then yet I underſtand hath been produced. But I never 
did, nor far dught I can ſee as yet, ever ſhall, count Ordi- 
nation /i even by Biſhops, as to the ſubſtance of it (ſetting 
ade Omegroundieſ-and frixolous Circumſtances) to bs a 


Crimano And yes alamſt a g οαε | have been principle 


againſt | Epiſcopacy ,' zit was ſtated and enereiſed in chi 
Nation: / For I hae not forgotien fince I was a childe, that 
Itben was ſenſible of my Fathers ſeveral times ſuſfexing un- 
des Episcopal tyranny: And hecaaſe my own occasional and 
in prirnta Cosſeſſion, is urged again e, Ihumbly beg par- 
don fes ſayiag a word, i to the petitioness confeſſion too, 
tha I baye heard this Gentleman that now petitioni aꝑainſt 
mo , ſemething pabliquely,; co, coatefle, or rerhec pro- 
fede bis jadgerpent, ſor Ep and Common prayer 
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ble Aſſembly. of Parliament, that not long before the 


Warres broke forth in England, I was Ordained by Bi- 


ſhop. right at Lichfield , yet happily it deſerves enquiry. 


And that e ee eee eee | 

Firft, Whether I am within the Letter of that Act of 17, 
Careli) eie tau $6) 30: 

And ſecondly, it is more to be queſtioned, Whether Iam 
or no-within the grounds defign and ſcope of that Act. 

And thirdly, If I were within the compaſs of one or both, 
yet through Gods good providence, and mercy to me, in 
the ſervice of my Countrey, Tamcloarh'd with ſuch Conſi- 
derations that I ſee no Cauſe to fearito:appear in Parliament, 
or to plead my Cauſe againſt this Petitioner, in the greateſt 
. preſence in this world. All which I humbly cra ve leave to 
produce, and then with all due roverence I ſhall ſubmit to 
the juſt determination of this Honourable Aſſembiy. 

And firſt, 1craveleave to query, How fat ? And whether 


I am at all within the Letter of that Act ; I conceive, it is 


obvious, that the Act of the 17. Caroli was made againſt 
Arch. biſhops and Biſhops-principally, wh face then in, and 
as Members of the Honſe of Lords: and they muſt Gr there, 
ade ders, fingle ſcore, as Peers, or repreſenting the Mi- 
nifters of this Nation, and none elſe. But for ought I could 
ever learn, that neither Biſhops fate then in the Houſe of 
Lords as Repreſenters of the people; neither did any Mind 
ſer at all ſit in the Houſe of Commons, as choſen by, and 
a Repreſenter of the people: For a than in holy Orders; 40 


be choſen by his Countrey to ſ in ehe Hoaſe of Commons, 


Edo beleeve (when that Act ns made) was not i rrrum 
Natura: And it cannot be imat that Wi Rct lof Parlia- 
ment, ſhould be directed againſt i Nen Eu; Ex mali me- 
ribus naſeuntur leges: If Ihe not miſtahn & cts of Perliamenc 
are made to ſuppteſs appearing evils;they ot Prophetick, 
not directed againſt that which is not in view, but only in po- 
tentià rimotã of eſſe poſſcbili and therefoteè not under debate. 
But further, let me humbly offer, that ſiũce chat AR, Epiſ- 
copacy itſelf; with all itstpemp and inteteſt, is rot and 
branch diſanulled, and that by Law : Now the Act in queſtion 
is believed to be 4 Parliametaty ſuperſtuuctnte impoſed 
upon Epiſcopacy}-and. intended un q ννον keep — 
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; CRF... 
Epiſcopal power from ſoaring higher, as to draw it down 
ſome pins lower. In that therefore Epiſcopacy ir ſelf is 
thrown out of doors (co which that AR doth relate) and 
not ſo much asa Toleration granted in the Government; 
whether the Act it ſelf ex conſequenti doth not ceaſe in ics 
operation, I humbly do ſubmit it. 

Onething more 1 would preſent in this place, that when 
that Act was made, Church- Government and holy Order 
were in force and power: But ſince, Ordination it ſelf by 

Biſhops, to be practiſed de novo, is diſallowed, yea Ordina- 
tion by Miniſters of the Goſpel alone, is much impugned: 
I might adde the Paſtoral Care of ſouls is frequently under- 
taken by thoſe that will net own Ordination, neither in the 
former nor in the later ſenſe, and this undertaken by ſome 
(as Thave heard) who do openly renounce (at leaſt Epiſco · 
pal) Ordination in themſelves : Holy Orders then was a 
Law and binding, and the Act in queſtion I do believe doth: 
ſoppoſe them ſo : But now I do not know any Law in force, 
at leaft ſo put in execution, asto require thoſe that take the 
Charge of ſouls upon them to be Ordained : (I ſpeak in re- 
ference to humane Laws only) for as to Otdination its Law. 
and force upon a higher account; it is not my work here to 
ſpeak; yet I ſay, Ordination- Law was then in force; And 
if Ordination be not now in force as it was when the 
Act was made ( for uſual practiſe ſpeaks the contrary,) but 
doth ſeem to ſuffer much in the main concernments of it; I 
know not how my Caſe can directly fall within the Letter of 

that Act: For Ordination as it was a required-introduction 
to a Paſtorall Charge, is either null in Law, or binding and 
not null. If it be not in force by preſent Laws and Ordinan- 

ces, but in ſome ſort null, how can uſe be made of Orders a- 
gainſt tne;in the Caſe in queſtion ? If Orders be not null, but 
by Law in force properly, then, Orders are binding to all in 
England that are or are to be Preachers as well as my ſelf; ſo 
as not to be permitted uſually and in publike to preach witł- 

out it: And thus, it is confeſt, that this Act relating to Orders 
eſtabliſhed by Law, doth ſeem litterally to take place. But 
when the preſent ſtate of things in England, doth ſeem to let 

Ordination fall, or but admit it under toleration, that at this 

time Holy. Orders ſhould be kept alive, or have life put into 

A 3 : them. 
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chem to firike me dead as to the fervice of my Country in 
any politick conſideration, doth ( and yet I deſire to ſpeak 
it with ſubmiſſion) to me ſeem ſomething, if not very 
ſtrange. | > | 
In the ſeeond place, That I am not within the compaſſe of 
the grounds, delign, and ſcope of that Act, may happily ap- 
pear to this honourable Aﬀembly, by obſerving fome of 
the grounds themſelves ; And to make a little way to this, I 
beg leave to offerit, that even in Courts of Juſtice I have 
ſometimes obſerved Acts to be interpreted principally aceor- 
ding to their grounds, Summum jus ſumma injuria; To go 
by exact letter of the Law doth fometimes ſtrike too hard 
upon the innocent; And hence I humbly do conceive that 


in prudent reaſon and originally was founded the Court 


of Chancery; and when the Letter ſtrikes and the mean- 
ing doth not reach, the cafe then affords a natur all occaſion 
for a Freeborn Engliſhman to appeal to the higheſt Court of 
Chancery on earth (I mean the Parliament : ) I do remem- 
ber that in the Biſhaps times, whereas there was a Law made 
2gainft Recuſants for not coming to Church, though the 
ſcope and defign of. that Law was intended agaiaſt Papiſts, 
and not againſt godly and conſcieneious Proteſtants, yet the 
Biſhops and s finding theſe within the Letter of that 
Law, did bring divers of them within the penalty thereof 
for abſenting from their Pariſh Church, though. ſometimes 
Mere was nothing there but Common-Prater Book Service; 
read by ſome ignorant, ſottiſh, and drunken fellows (for 
Miniſters I cannot call them.) This was Er grievance, 
that whereas a Law was made againſt Popilh Recuſants, the 
edge thereof was turned agaiaſt Conſciencious Proteſtants: 
How farre this inftance is applicable to, doth illaſtrate and 
help the caſe in hand; I lay it at the feet of this Honoura- 
ble Aſſembly. And this Act it ſelf doth encourage me to 
expect that in my caſe it ſhall be interpreted according to 
the meaning, more then according to the Letter of it, For 
in the eloſe thereof it doth declare, that any thing done by 
perſons in holy Orders ſhall be made void, but it is only of 
thoſe things | that arr contrary to the purport and true meaning 
of eee 4. | 
No fur the purportand meaning of this Act; In read- 
ing 
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ing of it I do obſerve firſt that this AQ was grounded up- 
on {| bis (late) Maqjeſtiss religion care of the Church and the 
ſeult of bus people ] His late Majeſties care of ſouls was well 
known ; And the then Parliaments care of ſouls is not to be 
queſtioned by me. But it was at leaſt profeſſed care of ſouls, 
that did produce this Act, that ſo the good of fouls ſhotid 
not be hindered, it was enacted, cc. But what is this to 
the caſe in queſtion ? It's true, I have ſome ſpeciall care of 
ſouls as a Maſter of a Family, and as a Chriſtian neighbour 
ſhould have ſome watch over my brother; And if this care 
of ſouls doth diſenable me from fitting, I beleeve there 
would be very few found to fit in Parlament; For other 
eure of foulsI have none, and for prejudice to ſouls, which 
the AR doth ſeem to hint, Iknow none occaſioned by my 
ſelf at all, which will appear the benter-in conſidering of 
the ſecond ground. And in the AR it is expreſſed thus, 
[TheOffce of the Miniſtry being of ſuch greet importance that 
it will take up the Whole man; | Which] fully grant: And 1 
well remember what Paul faith, ſpeaking of this Office, bo 
is ſufficient for theſe things ? ye] finde Paw! bimſelf, and that 
without ſcandal or prejudice of ſouls, in caſe of neceſſity, 
labouring in that craft of Jene. making: That Exglands ne- 
ceſſity and this Counties neceſſity did put a ſword into my 
bands, and called me at firſt to act in ſome eivill capacities, 


will afterwards appear. I do obſerve, that the AR ſtiles the 


Miniſtry an Office, and I pray that alwaies in Exgland and 
In the Church of Chriſt it may be owned ſo : This OfSce is 
of ſuck great importance that it will take np the whole man : 
But this Office, unleſſe there be materia ultra, a preſent 
charge to apply it ſelf unto, cannot be ſaid ſo properly, to 
take up the whole man; The Office of a Miniſter I do con- 
ceive is of a relative conſideration, and being taken in 8 
exercit, as having relation to a paſtorall charge, or that 
which is uſually called cure of fouls, ſo it will rake up the 
whole man. I never was inveſted either with Parſonage, Vi- 
carage, or Donative,and am not at this hovr inveſted with- 
either, neither have Jever undertaken the charge of any of 
thoſe (which are called) ſelect Congregations, but am at 
this very time a private member of a Congregation in Ders. 
It bath alwaics been againſt my principle & , eee, to 
meddle 


[8]. 
meddle in other mens Cures; I have none of mine own, but 
the defign of the Act is evident, that thoſe in holy Orders 
were to be diſenabled to ſit in Parliament, that ſouls might 
not be neglected, that Miniſters might not be taken off from 
that great important duty of watching over thoſe ſouls com- 
mitted to their charge. 6 

A third ground of tha Act is [| for that it i found by long 
experience that their intermealing with ſecular juri/aiftions 
hath occaſioned great miſchief both. to Church and State. ] 
It is not my work to rip up the miſchiets that Epiſcopal men 
did to Church and State by medling with ſecular juriſdiction; 
I beleeve they did as much miſchief in their ſpirituall as in 
their ſecular juriſdiction, and therefore were juſtly deprived 
of both, yet I do beleeve if they. had not been obſer ved to 
do miſchief, but to have emploied their power ſpirituall and 
ſecular to the benefit of Church and State, the Parliament 
would have ſuffered their douhle power to this day. What 
prejudice either to Church or State hath my intermedling 
with ſecular juriſdiction brought forth > If hazarding life, if 
loſing bloud, if endeavouring in my Countrey as a Juſtice 
to be in ſome meaſure to the praiſe of them that do well, and 
to the puniſhment of evil doers; If in the laſt Parliament 
oppoſing thoſe wilde and dangerous principles (ſo much ſpo- 
ken of) be pre judicial to Church and State, then am I guilty: 
And if I had been in any ſecular employment prejudiciall to 
Church or State, I make no queſtion but it would have been 
inſerted in the Petition preferred againſt me. 

But the Act faith, That Biſhops and other perſons ought net 
to be entangled with ſecular juriſdiction; What an Act of Par- 
liament ſpeaks hath great influence upon me to command my 
outward man, and to leade, though not altogether compell 
my judgement, yet upon this occaſion; If I thought this 
Honourable Parliament would indulge an unworthy member 
fo far; I would offer to conſideration that inſtance of Aaron, 
Exo. 24. 14. where Maſes going up into the Mount to remain 
fourty daies, he faith unto the Elders [_ Tarry ye here for us 
until we come again unto you, and behold Aaron and Hur are 
with yen; if any man have any matters to do let him come unte 
them; ] Whether Aaron as well as Hur be not here delegated 
to take cognizance of civil cauſes, 1 leave it ſub judice; And 
- whether 


[9] 
whether Aaron at leaft as a deputed Magiſtrate Exod.32: was 
not concern'd to have hindred the golden Calf,.-I'le not de-+ 
termine; And when Aleſes makes uſe of the Levites-only; to 
put three thouſand to the Sword who had had an hand in that 
idolatry, the queſtion is, whether this was the fruit of an Ec- 
cleſiaſticall or a civil cenſure. We reade of Samuel, 1 Sam. 
3.20. that he was eſtabliſhed to be a Prophet of the Lord, yet 
in Chap.7.15. we finde that he judged 1/rael alt thedayes of 
ha life, and v.16. he went from year to year, in circuit to Bethel 
and Gilgal, and Mizpab, and judged 1/rael in all thoſe places; 
If it be objected that there are no inſtances in the New Te- 
ſtament, It might be anſwered, that Magiſtracy it ſelf was 
not then in Chriſtian hands; But ſuppoſe there had been civil 

ower in ſuch hands in Saul and Timothy: time, and there 
bad been a Councel or Parliament held, where Church as 


well as State affairs had been to be tranſacted, The Queſtion 


would be, Whether in caſe that Paul and Timothy had been 
choſen, whether the one or other ought not to have attended 
the truſt repoſed, or whether Chriſtian members would have 
rejected them? | ; ; 

 Thirdly,If it were granted, that I am within the letter of 
this Act, yea, in ſome ſort within the —— and meaning of 
it, yet I have ſomething further, and that with ſuch advantage 
to offer,that I think I need not fear to pleade my caſe againſt 
the Petitioner, before this Honourable Aſſembly, or in any 
preſence in this world ; And here firſt I ſhall referre my ſelf 


unto the Inſtrument which is tiled, The Government of the 


Common- wealth of Exgland ; Which Goveroment inthe 14 
and 15th Articles laies down the rules, who ſhall not be ca- 
able of being elected, and makes no exception of any in ho- 
Orders. That I come within the compaſſe of the 17th Ar- 
ticle I ſhall eaſily put the buſineſs to that iſſue; And in the 
21th Article I finde theſe very words, That every perſon 
and perſons being ſo duely elected, and being approved of 
by the major part of the Conncel, to be perſons wet diſabled but 
qualifies as aforeſaid, ſhall be efteemed a Member of Parliament, 
and be admitted to fit in Parliament, and not otherwiſe.) And 
accordingly I did paſſe with the approbation of the Councel : 
As the Government makes no exception as to any in Orders, 
ſo it makes proviſion for ſome 1 capable of being _ 
ed, 


| C19) | 
ed, to ſerve. in this Parliament, notwithitanding L (hey heve 
aided, adui ſed, aſſiſtad, or abetted iu amy war againſt the Parlia- 
unt Snoe Jan. 1. 164 1. In caſe they have been fince inthe Ser 
vice of the Parliament and have given fignal T eftimony of their 
affethion thereanto; Jand this notwithſtanding foriner Acts or 
Ordinances of Parl! t to the contrary. And hereupon I 
cannot but take leave yet in all humility to proſtrate this be- 
fore this Honourable Aſſembly; In that the Government is 
fo tender of the ſervice of any done to the, Parliament, in 
any, though a later feaſon, as that it doth not exempt thoſe 
from beiag choſen that haply formerly have ſhed blond a: 
gainſt the Parliament,and haply have ſhed the bloud of ſome 
of theParliaments faithful Friends and feryants; May not now 
my eonſtant expres affections, and real hazards of my deareſt 

bloud againſt the common Enemy, from the beginning to 


the end, and this for the Parliament of £»g/and,in equity and 
with much adyantage(potwithitanding that AR in referenck 
to holy Orders) crave that the Parliamenc-dore may be open 


* 


to me as well as to ſame others 2 7 | 
And to.ſhewthat I have ſome little reaſom ts preſent this 
laſt conſideration before this Honourable Aſſemby, i humbly 
beg the leave inthe laſt place to offer ſome few particulars of 
that ſervice, - that Providence hath cal'd me to, and Gods 
mercy hath carried me through, in che Service of this Nati- 
on; And the rather becauſe now it is attempted, that ſhould 
not be in a ſurther capacity of ſerving of my Countrey; And 
I never thought that I ſhould thus have been (upon this ac- 
count) conſtrained to trouble. this Parliament inf; 
for my ſelf: But L finde a patient eb making his defence; I 
finde alſo an holy ſelf· denying Pan forced to reckon up what 
he had done, therein pleading: for himſelf; Sometimes che 
tongu · ſtrings of the dumb have been looſed, and Lappeał co 
every perſon of honour and Engliſh Gentleman within thoſe 
Wals, whether it would not trouble an ingenuons ſpirit, after 
ſo many years faithful enden vours in his Countreys ſervice; 
to which he hath been called, and no intruder (us by and by 
will appear) to be now at laſt under an attempt to move hi 
Parliament (whereof I am a member) to ad judge me im ſome 
ſert a Delinquent, and to deny me the priviledge and oppor- 
tunity of aſſerting that which according tomy weak ability 
. I have - 


Cn] 


I have wich thouſands better then my ſelf fo long firugiced 
for: What I have therefore now to ſay is not without re- 
luctancy, and forced from me by that Gentleman who would 
Petition me ont of Parliament, that he might be admitted, 
whether he or I have in times of danger done this Countrey 
and England better ſer vice, let all that know us ſpeak ; yea, 
this County bath ſpoken its apprehenſions in this fufficiently 
by che late Election; And in ſpeaking this, whatever I may 
ſeem to ſome, yet I hope that in the ſight of God my heart 
doth not give way to any arrogance at all. | 
Even before the Standard was fet up at Nettinghas, I was 
fo farce obſerved to own and declare for the Parlament, chat 
I bad notice given me, that ſome of the then intended Ene+ 
mies, in theſe parts did threaten to hew me in pieces: It is well 
known, how induſtrious I was, both to procure Moneys, to be 
lent on the Propofitions, and encourage men, to engage in 


the ſervice at the very firſt, 


And iu 1643. removing from 


Dorby, with( then Lievetenant Collonel Saexerr) tothe Gar- 
riſon at amen upon Trum; ſdon after with Collonel Fang- 
tan(now Sr Richand Hanghton ) Lievtenant Col. Sunarrs and 
many others in that Garriſon, we were by aſſauit taken pri · 
ſoners, and my ſelf not only wounded bur ſtripe of all I had, 
yea almoſt to nakedneſſe. The enemy ſoon knowing what I 


was,did make me a publike ſcorn in the 


Army (parti. 


eulars too long to be related, but by the good providence of 


God, I was ag2in at liberty; and dot long after, hen this 


County was at loweſt, the Earl of Newraft cr Army prevail 
ing every where in the North; and being in the bowels of chi 
County; Collonel Sanders (a worthy member of this Purlin- 
ment) being about to raiſe a Regiment of Horſe in and about 
the Garriſon of Derby, was pleaſed ( without deſire of mine) 
to offer me a Commiſſion for a Troop of Horſe, a ſervice and 
cruſt then, I was very unfit for: But being encoureged to take 
a Commiſſion, I preſently found divers honeſt men willing to 


engage under my Command 


Divers broughtia their Horſes 


and Arms with them; divers wel- affected perſons that knew 
me did lend, and others did ſend in their Horſes to me; ſo that 
ſuddenly I had a conſiderable foundation of that, which a 
terwards became a full Troop ; and had no other Recruits af. 
. terwards, either of Horſe or 


Arms, then what my Men with 
B 2 | l my 
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my ſelf could get from the enemy. What ſervice and often 
ſervice my Troop did in this Country, with other Troops, 
and this when Derby was ſurrounded with Garriſons of the 
enemy, is well known. I wear the Marks of the ſervice of this 
County upon me: and when England was low and this Coun. 
ty was almoſt overrun, the Gentleman that now petitioneth 
againſt me, .would never deſire me to forbear, or petition 
ainſt my intermedling with ſecular affairs, becauſe I was in 
boly Orders: Once, God, as pleaſed co give me that ſucceſſe 
zainſt the enemy, cloſe by the petitioners own door, that 
might have deſerved his reſpect, and not ſuch an Attempt 
againſt me: Sure he hath forgotten his then backwardneſſe to 
ſerve his Country, and that, he who would now ſequeſter me 
from this Countries ſervice, was himſelf once under an at- 
tempt of being ſequeſtred for ſomething elſe: what ground 
there was, he beſt knowes. | 
When this County was cleared of the enemies Garriſons, 
from ſome hard meaſure of ſome in power of our own fide; I 
was forced( with the licenſe and recommendation of Collonel 
Saxders, from whom I had my Commiſſion) with my Troop 
in 1645. to repair to the ſtanding Army; where, by the Lord 
Fairfax, the then Lord Generall, through che favourable 
mediation of my Lord Protector that now is, I wich my 
Troop was entertained. For my perſonal carriage and diſ- 
cipline of my Troop, and endeavours as to che Regiment, 
when I was called to be Major of it, under Collonel Scyvop ; 
it is well known, to perſons of Honour in the Houſe ? This I 
found, that my ſervicein the Army, was to me a kind of recre- 
ation, in compariſon of hardſhip endured before. Vet in the 
Army ( not to mention other things ) I was perſonally em- 
— in two ſervices of concernment to this Nation in the 
ond Warre: The firſt was in ales, when Laug bern Army 
was routed by an handfull of men: my Lord Protector, then 
Lievtenant Generall , when he came up to Pembrooke, was fo 
farre ſenſible of my ſhare in thac ſervice, as that when he firſt 
ſaw me,he told me, That he was as glad to ſee me,as if I had 
been his brother. The ſecond ſervice was in Lancaſbire a- 
gainſſt Hambletous numerous Army: It is well known when 
Co\ onel Thorney was ſlain (and upon that, the Vanne ſome. 
thing diſordered ) who came in, and with his Troop charged 
| | | the 
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the enemies Rear · guard and put him to-@ retreat to the body 
of their remaining Army then not farre off» And :upon'Se- 
turday following at ig in dhehovdifpure about that 
paſs, when Major Choinie/y was martally-wounded { com- 
manding the forlorn:) it is not forgotten, ho wich thoſe - 
men under his command, and in the head of them, did receive 
the enemies ſnot for an hour together, in which ſervice near 
Twenty (as I do remember) of my own Troop were woum 
ded, of which wounds. ſome died, and ſome are aimed to 
this day. I need not mention, how I was bated and endun- 
gered by the Levelling party, which was ſeaſonably ſuppreſt 
at Burford. Though I was in Orders, then as much as now, 
yet my Lord Protector was pleaſed to honour me; wit 
Command of a Regiment of Horſe, for Irrlau; and being 
not capable of going at that Fiona, the late Lord Deputy I 
ton took that Regiment to himſelf; and there is à worthy 
Gentleman now in the Houſe, was pleaſed for a ſhort time: in 
relation to that Regiment, to own me as his Collone. 

Having for that time laid down Arms, I was put into the Com- 
miſſion of the Peace in this County; vo which ſerxice that ever 
honoured late Lord Deputy Ireton himſelf was pleaſed to move 
me a year before, yet fora time I vedit, and had not underta- 
ken to act in that ae there not been very few (though 
in Commiſſion) who then would act as Iuſtices in this County: 
and how forward the Petitioner himſelf was, even then, todo fs 


Country ſeryice iswellknown. 1/1 . Dor Td 
Though I was in Orders, yet I was by the Gentlemen of this 
Country nominated to the Councel of State, to have the Com- 
mand of the Militia; and accordingly by Commiſſion from 
Councel of State, was in the year 1650, conſtituted Commander 
in chief of the Militia-Horſe and Foot of this County of Derby. 
* At af eh hh though I was in Orders, my Lord Prote- 
ctor under his own hand, did intruſt me, for a time, with the 
Command of 1 500 Horſe and Dragoons, to ſecure the paſs at 
Bewdley,. beſides the intended addition of Shropſbire and Staf- 
forafrire-forces: What ſervice was done by theſe,theA& for the 
day of Thankſgiving for that glorious Victory doth mention. 
The bre over, I returned home, and vras disbanded, and 
did apply my ſelf to iſerve my Country in what I could. Not 
long after this, as I was informed, there was two of this Coun- 
Fe B 3 ty, 


—— my 
Lord Procector ( uotwirfiſtanding my being being in Orders, was 
— — — 22 — 
— — 
many worthy witneſſes now in the of my conſtant and 


— oppo thoſe dangerous principles that were then in 
1. is- weil du], that when the Vote for the new 


bedy o the Law was aff | (athe effrmative; TLeould not con- 


——— . — 
I would ftand;I anſwered I would not ſtand for it; there were in- 
timations given from all parts of the Country, of a deſire, that 
I ſboukd be one: I am fure, I told divers that wiſht me well. that 
I would not thank them for it;yet T ſhall nor forget their favour 
and good opinion of me while I breathe. 

I ws not choſen, becauſe I was in Orders or a Minifter, for 
upon that account ther> was farre more able then my (elf: Bur 
this County choſe me upon the grounds above-mentioned: 
And there is ſomething in it, that whereas the Petitioner is plea- 
ſed to give me no other ſtile then Nathaniel Barton Clerk ( ſi- 
Jancing even that Military title, that the ſervice and unqueſtio- 
nable authority hath formerly confer'd upon me,) Yet the 

in the Petitioners ſenſe was with rev affection expreſ- 
od by the Electors, choſen to ſerve as a Knight for the County 
of Derby - 3 as to ſee a Church- 


govern- 


— — 


— 


Shall 1 preſume with the pardon 
ſpeak but once more in way of affofion : I 


— 
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vantage then Ef be- could come before Abhaſuerus 


.T look upon 


you as, and know you to be, a Chriſtian Parliament; And I am 


confident you will look upon me not as an alien or captive, 
but as a Free- born Engliſnman, and one that hath proved him- 
ſelf no leſſe, and therefore I hope I need no naturalization 
that may make me capable of having my ſhare in Enz/ands 
immunities and freedoms, and of regfing the favour of my 
Countreys confidence in, and good affèctions to me; If I am 
a tranſpreſſor it is for and not againſt the publike Intereſt of 
this Nation; If Eſther found the Scepter o favour to be held 
forth unto her; why may not I be confident of it from a Parli-. / 
ament,many of whoſe worthy Members do ſo well know me. 
The common Enemy hath a good while ſince had an Act of 
Oblivion for what he hath done againſt this Nation; I cannot 
but be confident that this Honourable Aſſembly will never ne- 
ceſſitate nie tocrave an Act of Indempnity for what L have 
done for this Nation, whereas others have their rewards and 
finde acceptance; If notwithſtanding this my defence 8 7 
that Petition, you proceed to vote, and your vote ſhould paſs 
againſt me: Would not thoſe that are mine enemies for the Ser- 
vice ſake; Would not thoſe that envy me for that favour this 
County hath caſt upon me, be gratified > Would not Swea- 
| rers, 
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